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Graythwaite Estate  a venue for orienteering and tourism 

 

Objectives For the landowner: Operate the estate as a profitable and 

sustainable/going concern. The estate is always interested in 

make use of the varied landscape. Orienteers are ideal in that they 

respect the countryside, are discreet and leave it as they find it. The 

larger the event the larger the income. 

 

For the orienteer: To secure, for the long-term, a great venue for 

orienteering events 

 

Background Orienteering is a running sport involving timed runs over set 

courses. It uses the whole woodland (subject to any constraints) not 

just the paths and tracks. Courses are set to provide a range of 

difficulties so that there is usually something suitable for 

its intricate topography and mixed age woodland.  

 

The association between Lakeland Orienteering Club (LOC) and the 

Graythwaite Estate started when the club approached the owner, Mr 

Myles Sandys, with a proposal to stage a major event here in 1998 

(see below). 

 

The Estate, which is located in the south of the Lake District, has a 

wide range of business activities which attract visitors  the hall, 

gardens, and holiday cottages.  The land is used for various 

commercial enterprises such as commercial woodlands and 

sawmills shooting and recreation (including paint balling and 

fishing).  Orienteering fits well with these other activities and so was 
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concern is biosecurity in the face of recent threats to various tree 

species (e.g. Phytophthora ramoram and Chalara fraxinea); 

however, British Orienteering has issued guidance to all members 

on the measures to be taken. 

 

Actions and 

achievements 

LOC has used the Graythwaite Estate for many years for a range of 

orienteering events.  It was first used for a World cup race in 1998, 

then the British Championships in 1999 and the Jan Kjellstrom 

Festival in 2008 (involving over 2000 people over two days).  These 

are all prestigious events which reflect the technicality of the area 

for orienteers and a supportive landowner.  It is also used regularly 

for regional and local events in the last five years as well being used 

very regularly for training.  It is used by both the national and 

regional squads for technical training.  

 

The estate continues its woodland management programme and 

tries to inform organisers in good time if something has changed so 

that their mapping is accurate. It has no adverse impact on forestry 

as such. The organisers are helpful in fitting in with the deer 

management and harvesting operations. 

 

Quotes I deal just with Myles who is always very helpful and we have a 
good relationship  

 

Ideal area due to topography {for orienteering}; availability of 
(Orienteer) 

 

be welcomed or be possible for all landowners, so it should not be a 
mandatory (Landowner) 

 

Partners Everything depends on the relationship between the orienteering 

club and the landowner. This starts with the initial contact and early 

notice of all events. 

 

Funding -up costs are relatively 

small.  There is a significant cost in surveying the area and 

producing the initial map, which falls on the orienteering club, and 

which is spread over a number of events. Participants pay an entry 

fee which covers the cost of: organising the event;  any access fees 

payable to the land owner and others; and the cost of providing the 

specialist overprinted maps. These maps are often useful to 

landowners for their own management purposes as they are more 

detailed and up to date than OS maps.  
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Lessons 

learnt 

 Landowners prefer one point of contact. 

 Course planners must be aware of any restriction or areas 

to be avoided i.e. felled areas or sensitive habitats.  

 Organisers need to be aware and act on any request from 

the land owner.  

 After an event any damage must be reported and remedied.  

 LOC has found site statements (which describe each area; 

use permitted including times of year and maximum 

numbers; contact names of all owners and occupiers and 

other useful contacts; information on car parking areas; and 

any other relevant information) are a useful means of 

ensuring sites remain unaffected by the events. 

 Provision of insurance cover by the British Orienteering 

Federation is reassuring to landowners (although claims are 

very rare). 

 

Contact For further information about orienteering in the Lake District, 

contact Sheila Hobson Telephone: 01229 582852 Email: 

Sheila@rosshead.fsnet.co.uk 

For further information about Graythwaite Estate: New website 

starts 1st December. www.graythwaite.com 

 
 

Thanks are due to members of the Lakeland Orienteering Club for their assistance in 

preparing this case study, and for Myles Sandys for his contribution. 
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