
 

Election round-up 

A weekly summary of the key announcements from the campaign trail  

It’s been a busy week on the campaign trail, with the parties unveiling key policy announcements 

ahead of the official launch of the manifestos next week. We provided an instant reaction to the 

proposed policies as they happened and called on the parties to deliver on the asks sets out in our 

manifesto – putting sport and recreation at the heart of an active nation. In case you missed it, here 

is a round-up of our reactions this week.  

Liberal Democrats mental health announcement – 11/05/17  

The Liberal Democrats unveiled plans to support people with mental health problems.  

Commenting on the proposals, Hannah Dobbin, Policy Advisor, Sport and Recreation Alliance said: 

“The Liberal Democrats’ commitment to additional funding and a package of measures to support 

people with mental health problems is welcome but as part of this we want to see the Party 

promote the role of physical activity in addressing mental health problems. Our manifesto calls on 

the next Government to deliver on the recent Duty of Care in Sport report recommendation to 

promote and resource the Mental Health Charter for Sport and Recreation. The Liberal Democrats 

played a key role in the launch of the Charter in 2015 and we want the Party’s continued support to 

make sure we can maximise the positive impact sport can have on people with mental health 

problems.” 

Labour and Lib Dems pledge extra money to schools - 10/05/2017 

Both Labour and the Liberal Democrats have announced plans to introduce significant additional 

funding for schools as part of their election campaigns.  

Commenting on both sets of proposals, Leigh Thompson, Policy Manager at the Sport and 

Recreation Alliance said:   

“The commitments of additional investment by the two parties are welcome but both overlook the 

fundamental fact that physical literacy needs to be put on the same footing as academic literacy and 

numeracy. Similarly, we also want to see investment in sport facilities being prioritised. This means 

making sure that some of the additional capital investment promised goes into upgrading school 

sport facilities to give all children access to high quality sports provision.” 

“While these additional funding promises are important, both parties have pledged to raise the 

money from reversing planned cuts to corporation tax. In this context, it is vital any future 

Government introduces the promised corporation tax relief for grassroots sport. This would insulate 

sport from any future corporation tax increases and make sure investment in grassroots is 

maximised.” 

To read the full Alliance manifesto for sport and recreation, see here. 

Childhood obesity - 08/05/2017 

The Labour Party has announced a range of measures designed to “make Britain’s children the 

healthiest in the world.” 

http://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/policy/the-alliance-in-parliament/manifesto-for-sport-and-recreation
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/26511/attachments/original/1494430490/Lib_Dems_Mental_Health_Plan_v2.pdf?1494430490
http://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/policy/the-alliance-in-parliament/manifesto-for-sport-and-recreation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/duty-of-care-in-sport-review
http://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/policy/campaigns-initiatives/the-mental-health-charter-for-sport-and-recre
http://press.labour.org.uk/post/160434638224/labours-new-manifesto-ambition-to-make-britains
http://www.libdems.org.uk/schools-bidgets-7-billion-liberal-democrats-plans
http://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/policy/the-alliance-in-parliament/manifesto-for-sport-and-recreation
http://press.labour.org.uk/post/160434638224/labours-new-manifesto-ambition-to-make-britains


Commenting on the announcement, Leigh Thompson, Policy Manager at the Sport and Recreation 

Alliance, said: 

“The Labour Party’s proposals to tackle children’s health are of course welcome. As set out in our 

manifesto, sport and physical activity have an important role to play in tackling childhood obesity 

but, if we are to make real progress, it is essential that physical literacy is given the same priority as 

academic literacy and numeracy. This is why we are calling on any future Government to extend the 

commitment to fund physical education and school sport from the Soft Drinks Industry Levy, 

irrespective of the total revenue raised, to cover the lifetime of the next Parliament to 2022.”  

To read the full Alliance manifesto for sport and recreation, see here. 

Mental health - 07/05/2017 

The Conservative Party has set out its proposals to combat mental health and we expect to see more 

detail when the full manifesto is published in the coming week.  

Commenting on the Conservative Party pledges, Hannah Dobbin, Policy Adviser Sport and 

Recreation Alliance said:  

"We welcome the Prime Minister’s pledge to invest more resources to tackle mental health 

problems. Yet the proposed policies tackle the problem further down the line. We also need to act 

much earlier and maximise the role of sport and recreation in preventing mental health problems. 

As set out in our manifesto, the next Government should commit and resource our Mental Health 

Charter for Sport and Recreation to exploit the power of sport to help people with mental health 

problems and tackle the associated stigma." 

The Sport and Recreation Alliance’s manifesto for sport and recreation calls on Government to 

deliver on the recommendation in Baroness Grey-Thompson’s Duty of Care in Sport report to 

support the Mental Health Charter for Sport and Recreation. For the full manifesto see here. 
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