
Raising the heartbeat  
of the nation
Step one of a five-step plan for a more active population.   

Key Recommendation A - The Community Amateur 
Sports Club scheme needs to be flexible and fair, 
taking into account the wide diversity of clubs and 
how they are run

Support sport and 
recreation, from
the grassroots up, 
through a fair and 
sustainable CASC 

system, the creation of a 
sports betting right, and 
automatic rate relief  
for clubs.

We believe that through 
the smart use of the tax 
system sport and 
recreation can be 
encouraged and rewarded. 

Any changes to the scheme should result in a fair and enforceable 
CASC scheme which supports community clubs. This means:

• Providing sufficient flexibility in legislation and supporting guidance  
 to cater for the wide variety of clubs that are currently members and  
 those that may wish to join the scheme in future.

• Reducing the complexity and administrative burden associated   
 with compliance through the provision of simple, easy-to-  
 understand guidance.

• Recognising the wide range of volunteers that play a crucial role  
 within community clubs.

• Making it simple for junior clubs to comply with rules on membership.

Step one of a five-step plan for a more active population.  



• Giving clubs discretion over what they can offer  
 to people on low incomes, for example through  
 flexible, cost-effective membership options.

• Acknowledging the real-world practicalities of
 operating seasonal clubs which can be affected  
 by external factors such as poor weather etc.

Genuine community use must be a priority, while 
minimum participation levels must be set in such a 
way as to allow seasonal activities to remain part of 
the scheme. 

Key Recommendation B -
We’d like to see a sports betting right 
which returns some of the profits 
made by the gambling industry back 
into sport 

• The Alliance believes that the Government  
 should introduce a Sports Betting Right, similar  
 to the Horserace Betting Levy, which is already  
 under review, across all sports. The significant  
 recent growth in sports betting means that we  
 see companies making large profits on the back  
 of all the investment sport makes into its own  
 product. A Sports Betting Right has the potential  
 to secure significant additional funding for  
 grassroots sport and recreation and should be  
 pursued as a priority.

Key Recommendation C - All 
NGB-accredited clubs should get 80% 
rate relief, no matter where they are

• A standard 80% rate relief for clubs would level  
 the playing field and ensure that all clubs the  
 length and breadth of the country are given the  
 same support.

• Currently, the disparity in Discretionary Rate  
 Relief (DRR) being granted in different parts of  
 the country has made rate relief a postcode  
 lottery. To bring more consistency DCLG should  
 issue guidance and work with the sector on a  
 tool kit to allow local authorities to make fair,  
 reasonable and evidenced decisions, and to see  
 DRR as part of a wider sector support package.

Key Recommendation D - 
Employers who encourage physical 
activity should be rewarded through 
the tax system

• Government should encourage all employers,  
 starting with the public sector, to embrace the  
 Responsibility Deal. For employers who go  
 further than this, and offer assistance to   
 subsidise sport and recreation club membership  
 fees and build activity in people’s working lives,  
 the National Insurance bill should be reduced.  
 This could be modelled, albeit at a more modest  
 level, on existing schemes and would ensure  
 that physical activity and club membership  
 remain accessible. 

• Incentives for travelling to work by bike or on foot  
 would encourage people who may otherwise use  
 a car or public transport to build activity into  
 their daily lives, with the added benefit of easing  
 congestion on roads, buses and trains.   
 Government should also allow for tax efficient  
 purchasing of all products used for active travel  
 to work, to bring this into line with the very  
 successful Cycle to Work scheme. 
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