
 
THE 79th SPORT AND RECREATION ALLIANCE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Wednesday 23 September 2020 at 10.30 am [virtual meeting] 
 
In the Chair, President HRH The Earl of Wessex KG GCVO ADC 
Chairman   Andrew Moss 
Chief Executive  Lisa Wainwright  
 
Members and Guests*: 
 

Adi Fawcett CP Sport 

Adrian Christy Badminton England 

Alan Woolford Guest 

Alexandra Wilkinson Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Alicia Malouff Pilates Teacher Association Ltd 

Andrew Denton Outdoor Industries Association 

Andrew Dingley Guest 

Andy Dodd Lawn Tennis Association 

Andy Parkinson British Rowing  

Andy Reed OBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Ann Thomson MBE Extend Exercise Training Ltd 

Anne Thompson Northern Counties Dance Teachers' Association 

Annette Hufton  National Association of Teachers of Dance 

Anthony Clipstone English Amateur Dancesport Association 

Ashley Metcalfe British Weightlifting 

Barry Horne Activity Alliance/Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Bayley Nicholson Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Caroline White Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Carolyn Cutbill Guest 

Cathryn Moses-Stone Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Chris Simon England Touch 

Chris Smith Guest 

Christine Bannister Keep Fit Association 

Clive de Silva Pétanque England 

Colin West British Student Taekwondo Federation 

Craig Anthony British Wrestling 

Craig Poyser UK-Engage 

Daisy Clarke Civil Service Sports Council 

Dave Hembrough Guest 

Debbie Clarke Triathlon England 

Diana King OBE Royal Aero Club/British Model Flying Association 

Ellie Rice Civil Service Sports Council 

Eugene Minogue Guest 

Graham Kantorowicz Guest 

Greg Sturge Game Day 
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Hannah Woolford Guest 

Hayley Foster Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Helene Raynsford Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Hilary Weedon (The) Medau Movement /Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Howard Wells OBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Ian Braid Docia Sport 

Ian Mackenzie Guest 

Jackie Sebire Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Jacqueline Harper Margaret Morris Movement 

James Hope-Gill Skateboard GB 

Jane Nickerson Swim England 

Jeremy Swift British Kite Flying Association 

Jessica Melling CIMSPA 

Joanne Kirkland IDTA 

John Ollard Honorary Member 

Jordan Smith Commonwealth Games England 

Karen Tonge MBE British Para Table Tennis/Sports Volunteering Northwest 

Kate Awmack Howden Insurance Group 

Kate Lawrenson Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Katherine Knight Rounders England 

Kenny Baillie British Rowing/Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Kevin East Canoe-Camping Club 

Lee Mason Active Partnerships 

Liz Davidson British Shooting  

Liz Nicholl CBE International Netball Federation 

Lucy Valerio British Mountaineering Council 

Lynne Dowdican Keep Fit Association 

Maggie Killingbeck Laban Guild International 

Marcus Kingwell EMD UK 

Margaret Peggie OBE Flexercise/Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Margarita Sweeney-Baird Inclusive Skating 

Mark Coups England Lacrosse 

Mark Robinson Carnegie Great Outdoors 

Mark Winder Goalball UK 

Max Nicholls Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Lord Menzies Campbell Honorary Member 

Michael Crichton Association for Physical Education 

Michelle Carney Special Olympics GB 

Mike Gunston British Balloon & Airship Club 

Mike Power OBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Natalie Andrews Guest 

Natalie Justice-Dearn Rounders England 

Neil Tunnicliffe GB Disability Football Association Ltd 

Nick Bitel Guest 

Nicola Greaves UK Engage 

Pam Burrage National Council for School Sport 

Peter Hart British Orienteering 
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Philip Moore Tchoukball 

Piers Cooke British Aikido Board 

Rosemarie Breitenstein Honorary Member 

Sam Orde Activity Alliance 

Sarah Treseder OBE Royal Yachting Association 

Sarah Webber Girlguiding UK 

Simon Hill UK Ultimate   

Simon McGrath Camping and Caravanning Club 

Simon Wilson England Golf 

Siobhan Thomas Great Britain Outrigger 

Stephen Tabb England Hockey 

Stuart Whittaker UK Engage 

Susan Hutton London Sport 

Tom Morgan Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Tobias Smith Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Tracy Levy Margaret Morris Movement 

Vijaya Panangipalli Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Will Roberts Youth Sport Trust 
 
 

1 President’s Remarks 
HRH The Earl of Wessex, President and chair of the meeting, welcomed members and guests to the 79th 
Annual General Meeting of the Sport and Recreation Alliance which he commented was slightly unusual 
this time around in as much as it was being held virtually.  
 
He promised to keep his opening remarks brief as he was only too aware how difficult it was to keep 
attention on a Zoom meeting but also because there was nothing to say that the Membership were not 
already fully aware of!  HRH thanked everyone for all they were doing in their efforts to try and beat the 
Covid blues. Lockdown was a totally unexpected, unplanned and unprecedented move which had had a 
massive impact on everyone’s life.  He felt the way that so many had reacted with innovation and 
imagination to help keep people active was impressive and the way the membership had responded to 
the return to play campaign had been inspiring, enabling so many pitches and centres to re-open. The list 
of sport bodies willing to share their experiences and practices with others had been exciting to see and 
he believed the Sport and Recreation Alliance had been a real source of help and encouragement 
throughout as well as a strong advocate to the wider sector.  
 
The wider Conference that Members had been attending during this week had been intended to help 
stimulate wider ideas of how to overcome challenges affecting us all.  It’s an unusual format, but hopefully 
more flexible and more efficient and although it lacked the key component of social interaction, the ability 
to catch up with friends and associates and the opportunity to have those all-important discussions in the 
margins of such gatherings, HRH stated that we just had to wait for more normal times to occur and we 
can do all that again. The news this week was not encouraging. The dreaded yet anticipated second wave 
seemed to be upon us and the uncertainty continued.  
 
The President reported that as yet, the Alliance was uncertain when it could hold a suitable date for the 
Community Sport and Recreation Awards which meant he was not intending to launch the 2021 Awards 
just yet.  However, this did not mean that we could forget the fantastic contribution of our grass roots 
organisations and volunteers.  In fact, it was exactly the opposite, and the Alliance really needed the 
membership’s help to shine a light on such groups and enable us to recognise a few, albeit in a different 
way. HRH stated that just being appreciated and thanked meant such a lot to people and, after all, we all 
liked to be noticed and to know that what we were doing was being appreciated, yet too often we failed to 
make the time to pat someone on the shoulder and say, ‘well done’.  
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So, in conclusion, HRH stated that this was his chance to say thank you and well done to the whole sport 
and recreation community. Unfortunately, it was virtual and not quite as personal as he would like but it 
was no less sincere.  He trusted that we would continue to work together for the benefit of all and to see 
us through this pandemic.  He asked the Alliance Chairman, Andrew Moss, to present his annual report.  
  
2 Annual Report 
Andrew Moss (AM) welcomed everyone to the 2020 Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting and 
acknowledged that whilst this was an extremely busy time for all he appreciated everyone spending the 
morning with the Alliance and for joining the sessions across the week.   
 
This year had been unlike any other. We had witnessed a General Election; we had seen a social uprising 
and we had seen a global pandemic shut down events across the UK and globally. The word 
unprecedented had become a go to phrase to describe the situation and it certainly covered a year which 
none of us could have predicted. 
 
The cancellation of major sporting events and the social distancing measures which had been enforced 
across the nation had made all of us adapt at pace to continue to deliver our day-to-day activity.  At the 
Alliance we were quick to respond and closed our offices in central London back in March and only now 
were looking to return on a part-time basis. AM acknowledged that many of the members had had to make 
similar decisions, and this would be just one more online meeting to add to the catalogue of working from 
home discussions they would have faced this year. 
 
Although much had been achieved across the last 12 months, it would be remiss of AM not to address the 
issue of Coronavirus and the impact it had had on all our work.  The immediacy in which the country was 
forced into lockdown and the shutdown of services commenced, meant that many of us were faced with a 
harsh reality of physical activity coming to a halt.  It presented many obstacles for all of us, from financial 
to logistical and a quick response was required from the sector.  AM was proud of what we achieved 
collaboratively during this time, working with each other to find solutions, seek clarity and secure support.  
At this point of the meeting, AM shared a short video on the challenges that the sector had collectively 
faced and the work that the Alliance had done over the lockdown period and beyond to support you. (Video 
played, approx. 4:30 minutes) 
 
Andrew continued that many of the members had been in contact with members of staff from the Alliance, 
helping to co-ordinate messaging and working to find answers on how the sector could continue to operate 
in difficult circumstances and under flexible conditions.  The Alliance was proud to play an integral role in 
the development of the Return to Play guidance, working closely alongside sector colleagues and DCMS 
to quickly establish how sport and recreation activity could get started again. We consulted with Sport 
England to provide immediate feedback from members and to ensure that all requirements were 
considered and reflected in the advice. This resulted in expanded resources, FAQs and support for the 
sector. 
 
The Alliance was also a member of the DCMS task group which developed the Step 3 Return to Play 
guidance for indoor sport and recreation. The group also included Sport England, ukactive, Badminton 
England and Swim England. We lobbied for the guidance to provide more specific information for sport 
and recreation providers and voluntary organisations rather than just facility owners.  
 
In early April, the Alliance created a new COVID-19 specific section of its website to provide its members 
with the latest updates and advice and there had been over 25,000 visits to these web pages. 
 
The policy team had been involved in exhaustive discussions with their counterparts in government and 
across the sector. Since the pandemic started, over 170 Alliance members had been directly supported 
with policy-related queries. 
 
The Alliance led the research on the impact of Covid-19 on the insurance cover that sport and recreation 
organisations had in place.  This research was being supported by Sport England, UK Sport and 
representatives from the NGB CEO Forum and would provide a review of current insurance provision, the 
impact of Covid-19 and would enable a platform for lobbying for better insurance protection for the sector. 
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In response to the shutdown, the Alliance Events team created the Catch a Coffee Webinar Series as we 
took the opportunity to share expertise across a number of topics which would benefit our members. Since 
April, we had over 1,200 attendees to our online events. 
 
The Alliance continued to work closely with the media, highlighting the concerns of the sector and making 
sure that our voice was not ignored - most recently captured in The Telegraph calling for VAT Relief 
provided to the hospitality sector to be extended to sport and recreation organisations. 
 
The Alliance understands that the effects of Coronavirus would be a long-term issue and would continue 
to stand with its members and support them through this journey.  Although recovery from this pandemic 
remained at the forefront of everyone’s minds, the Alliance had also continued to work on delivering the 
strategy, The Heart of an Active Nation, which was submitted in April 2017 and had reached its final year. 
This strategy directed our work across four main areas: social impact; volunteering; children and young 
people; and governance. And over the past year the Alliance had been working hard to support the 
members in getting the nation active, changing lives and bringing communities together. 
 
Last year the organisation released research that was conducted with Durham University’s Department of 
Sport and Exercise Sciences, which highlighted the lack of clarity surrounding the future of the PE and 
Premium Sport funding and the Alliance was pleased to see government formally extend this essential 
funding for another academic year back in July.  We continue to work alongside the Youth Sport Trust and 
Association for Physical Education to drive forward our work in this area. 
 
As part of the Alliance’s commitment to use the voice of young people to guide its work, we delivered our 
Youth Advisory Panel’s first residential weekend in Oxford. Over two days, the panel members focused on 
the social value of sport and recreation. As part of this, they discussed the role sport and recreation could 
play in tackling knife crime with the National Police Chiefs Council lead on serious violent crime, which 
was supported by Alliance Board member, Jackie Sebire, Assistant Chief Constable for Bedfordshire 
Police.  
 
As an organisation we have continued to work on behalf of our members in Westminster and have 
submitted responses in relation to several consultations which impact grassroots sport: 
 

• The Alliance provided a short response to the DCMS Select Committee inquiry into the future of 
the National Lottery, highlighting the vital role it played for good causes, including sport. As it 
reached its 25th year, we called for this funding to be maintained.  

• We have also been working with the Department of Health on a Green Paper which looked at 
preventative health. We raised the importance of government policy supporting the Chief Medical 
Officer’s revised activity guidelines and the need for cross-government working to secure more 
green, open spaces for both physical and mental health. 

• A renewed focus had fallen upon us to work with a new government following the General Election 
which was held in December 2019. We were pleased to welcome Sports Minister Nigel Huddleston 
into his new role and were delighted to have him join us at this year’s opening session of the Annual 
Conference. 

 
Andrew also thanked all the members who contributed to a first-ever Hustings event which was hosted by 
the Alliance and ukactive in November. Ahead of the Election, the Alliance felt it was important for the 
sector to have the floor to ask pressing questions of our parliamentarians.  Over 100 members joined us 
at the Oval cricket ground and AM commented how great it was to see Tom Watson, Nick King and Lord 
Addington rise to the challenge of some well natured, political grilling. 
 
As well as a new Sports Minister, there was also a new face leading the All Party-Parliamentary Group for 
Sport, as Ben Bradley MP took up the role of Chair and he had already been in contact with many of you 
across the sessions we had hosted on ‘Coaching in a Crisis’ and ‘the future of PE and School Sport.’ 
Andrew looked forward to hosting more of these meetings virtually over the coming months and in the 
meantime the Alliance would continue to provide members with the latest updates from Parliament as our 
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regular Westminster Round-Up feature was now in video format on the website, giving insight and 
information surrounding the latest news from government which you need to be aware of. 
 
Ahead of lockdown, the Alliance held one final event and AM was thrilled to join a number of members at 
the 2019 Community Sport and Recreation Awards at the King Power Stadium in Leicester.  It was 
heartening once again to be surrounded by an array of inspirational individuals working in grassroots sport 
and sharing their success. It was the second time that we had hosted the awards as a standalone event, 
and it continued to grow in stature and exposure.  The BBC Unsung Hero Award winner, Kieren Thompson, 
and his story of transforming lives in Nottingham by helping children from his local community become 
active was a powerful reminder of how important our tremendous volunteer network remains. 
A particularly inspiring aspect of Kieren’s work in the community was his ability to connect with everybody 
who attended his ‘Helping Kids Achieve’ sessions, irrespective of their background. This became even 
more poignant a few months later with the development of the Black Lives Matter movement. 
 
Andrew hoped that most of the members had seen the statement and commitment which was released in 
response to this. He was aware many members had signed-up with the Alliance to end discrimination and 
he looked forward to working with them to progress this conversation.  The Alliance’s own research had 
shown that 40% of BAME participants had had a negative experience when it came to sport and recreation. 
This was simply unacceptable, and the Alliance would stand with you as we called for change and reviewed 
our own practices. 
 
Over the course of the last year, we had also shone a light on the inequality that persisted for Women and 
Girls in Sport and we were pleased to host a hugely successful conference covering this area in July as 
we announced our intention to bid to become the next host nation for the Global Conference.  The support 
we received from sector colleagues and organisations had reinforced that this remained an issue that we 
are all committed to tackling. 
 
Through the delivery of online governance support to the introduction of our brand-new Research and 
Development team, the Alliance would work with you to make you the strongest, fairest and best 
performing organisation that you could be.   
 
With a rich history of over 80 years, inevitably the Alliance Annual General Meeting would share news of 
some of the people that the sector had lost over the past year.  The list was not exhaustive, and Andrew 
apologised if he missed anyone important from a particular sport, but he took the time to mention Pat 
Smith, Honorary Member and Vice President of the Alliance, who passed away in April. Pat was awarded 
an MBE for his services to school sport and was a great advocate for getting children and young people 
active, he would be deeply missed. 
 
Lastly, and looking ahead to what is to come, the most immediate focus would turn to the Comprehensive 
Spending Review and the Alliance would be calling on government to focus on five areas. We would ask 
for physical activity to be central to the COVID-19 response; we want government to invest across national 
and local government to maximise the impact of this; we want to see PE placed as an integral part of a 
world class education and we want to utilise our sector to deliver the government’s agenda. 
Finally, and most crucially, we want government to unlock the social value of sport. As a recent report from 
Sport England highlighted, for every £1 invested in community sport and recreation, nearly £4 was 
generated for the English economy and society. 
 
The Alliance would be working with parliamentarians, governmental departments and the media as it 
pushed for the sport and recreation sector to be given the best possible deal in the Spending Review. 
Speaking of deals, later this year the UK is expected to finally conclude its departure from the EU. After 
successfully working with the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy to prepare our 
members for Brexit, we finally reach the final stages with no-deal still on the table. 
The Alliance would continue to follow the Brexit process as it developed, sharing with you what we thought 
were key considerations and how you could better prepare. We continued to work with DCMS to make 
sure we were best placed to support you when it became clearer what the impact would be. 
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Our Board would be working on your behalf throughout all these challenges and we were delighted to 
welcome a new member to this team. A well-known figure in the sport and recreation family, Andrew was 
pleased to confirm that Badminton England CEO, Adrian Christy, would commence his term as an Elected 
Director at the Alliance from today. 
 
Andrew extended his thanks to all the speakers who were contributing to the event this week and thanked 
the Alliance membership, for the extraordinary resilience, commitment and dedication they continued to 
provide for the nation. 
 
3 Voting by the Membership 
Tim Jones (TJ), Senior Independent Director, outlined the process to be followed regarding the voting 
required for the two resolutions set out in the Notice of the Annual General Meeting.  The mechanics for 
on-line voting were being handled by UK Engage.  
 
Voting representatives of the Alliance members would have received an e mail from UK Engage on 21 
September setting out the procedure to cast their votes and TJ suggested that they might want to find that 
information whilst he provided the update as he would shortly ask UK Engage to open the voting site after 
he had said a few words about the two resolutions. 
 
Members had been invited to submit questions in advance and were also invited to submit additional 
questions virtually using the Q&A function on Zoom. 
 
3.1 Special Resolution to change the Articles of Association 
To consider and, if thought fit, approve the Special Resolution to change the Articles of Association of the 
Sport and Recreation Alliance as circulated with the Notice of the Meeting dated 7 September 2020 
 
The first resolution was a special resolution, requiring a 75% majority, to amend the Alliance’s Articles of 
Association.  An explanatory paper had been made available to members about the proposed changes. 
 
TJ advised that many members would have been aware from their own organisations, of the special 
provision made in the Government’s emergency coronavirus legislation (the Corporate Insolvency and 
Governance Act 2020) to enable General Meetings to be held remotely - and the Alliance was relying on 
those provisions for the Meeting today. However, those powers expired shortly and the Government had 
advised companies to consider changing their Articles to allow remote participation in future, should the 
need arise. The first set of changes to the Articles were designed to achieve this. 
 
The second set of changes stem from an external evaluation of the Alliance Board carried out earlier this 
year. One of the points noted in that evaluation was that there had been relatively high levels of turnover 
in the Board’s membership in recent years.  
 
The Board believed that an increase in the basic term of office from three years to four years would help 
bring greater stability to the Board’s membership. It would also better match the Alliance’s four-year 
strategy cycle. If passed, this change would apply to terms of office starting from today. 
 
In reviewing the provisions of the Articles relating to Directors, the Board also felt it would be helpful to 
increase the maximum permitted number of Directors from 11 to 12, by the creation of an additional Elected 
Director position. This would be in line with the Code for Sports Governance and with the move to four-
year terms would facilitate the Board appointment and re-appointment process. 
 
3.2 Ordinary Resolution to Re-Appoint Auditors 
To consider and, if thought fit, resolve by ordinary resolution that UHY Hacker Young LLP be re-appointed 
auditors of the company to hold office from the conclusion of this meeting until the conclusion of the next 
general meeting at which accounts are laid before the company, at a remuneration to be fixed by the 
Directors 
 
The second resolution was an ordinary resolution, as standardly required by company law, to re-appoint 
UHY Hacker Young LLP as auditors of the Alliance for the coming year.  
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There were no additional questions submitted via Zoom and UK Engage were asked to open the voting 
website which remained open for 15 minutes. 
 
A slide show about the Alliance played for the next seven minutes to provide some voting time before the 
meeting resumed. 
 
4 Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25 September 2019 at 1 Drummond Gate, Victoria, 

London SW1, having been made available on the website, were approved and would be signed by the 
President as a true record of the meeting. 
 
5 Annual Accounts 
Adrian Ruth (AR), Independent Non-Executive Director, presented the statement of Accounts, Balance 
Sheet and Report of the Auditors for the 12 months ended 31 March 2020.   
 
AR drew attention to the largest source of income which remained that from the Contract with Sport 
England.  Many members would be aware that this Contract, established in 1972 between the then GB 
Sports Council and The Central Council of Physical Recreation in return for the transfer of the national 
sport centres and other items, would fund the Alliance’s reasonable costs in perpetuity.  In the year to 
March 2020, that funding remained the same as the previous year at £1.25m. 
 
AR had reported last year that an agreement had been reached with Sport England that provided funding 
certainty until March 2021.  He was pleased to confirm that this agreement had been extended for a further 
year, thereby giving no further changes to the amount of funding for the next two years.  
 
In terms of other income, two large projects came to an end, with the resulting decrease in revenue and 
the associated costs.  However, the Alliance continued to seek to reduce its financial risk by diversifying 
the sources of income, and last year it was pleased to launch new governance services and had 
successfully delivered five external board evaluations and two club governance projects.  
 
The Alliance continued to keep a tight control on other costs and overall finished with a reduced operating 
loss for the year of £97k [before pension costs] and closed the year with a healthy cash position of £1.1m.  
 
The other point raised by AR was the pension fund. The Alliance was obliged by pension rules to present 
the accounts in a particular way which presented the figures in a negative net asset position on the balance 
sheet, and AR was hopeful that the members would take some reassurance that the triennial valuation 
that was completed earlier in the year by the pension fund managers showed the fund in a healthy position 
and actually carrying a surplus of £334k.  
 
Although largely outside of this financial year, as an organisation the Alliance had, of course, been affected 
by Covid-19.  Several measures had been undertaken to control costs as well as the decision to freeze 
membership fees at the same level as last year, recognising the challenges facing the membership.   
 
There were no questions raised regarding the accounts.  
 
AR thanked UK Engage for undertaking the voting process and confirmed that the voting site had been 
closed.  The voting results were shared later in the meeting.  
 
6 Board of Directors – Notification of Election/Appointments 
The meeting noted the outcome of the election of Adrian Christy by the Membership by electronic voting 
process during the period 27 July – 14 August 2020, in accordance with Article 25 of the Articles of 
Association, for the three-year period 2020–2023. 

 
It was also noted that the current two Appointed Directors were re-appointed by the Board, in accordance 
with Article 26.3 of the Articles of Association, for their second and final three-year term 2019-2022:  
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 Cathryn Moses-Stone 
 Caroline White  
 
The above Directors would join those already in place on the Board: 

 

Kenny Baillie 
Barry Horne 
Tim Jones 
Andrew Moss 
Helene Raynsford 
Adrian Ruth 
Jackie Sebire 
Lisa Wainwright 

 
HRH added his thanks to the Board Members for all their hard work. It had been a particularly hard year 
so far for any Board and the contribution they were making was very much welcome; he asked that they 
continue their excellent work.  

  
7 Awards  
 
7.1 Emeritus Award 
Lisa Wainwright introduced this award which had been in existence for over ten years and were awarded 
to an individual for their life-long or sustained service to grassroots sport and recreation.   
 
This year’s recipient was Alan Woolford, Sailability, Queen Mary Sailing Club who was receiving the 
award for his long service to Disability sailing. Alan gave a short acceptance speech before a short video 
clip was shown.   
 
7.2 Arthur Bell Trophy 
Andrew Moss then introduced the Arthur Bell Trophy which was awarded to an individual, or 
organisation, that has made an outstanding contribution to the development of community sport and 
recreation.  The trophy was first presented to the then CCPR President, the Duke of Edinburgh, by 
Professor Raymond Miquel, who was the Chairman of Bells Scotch whisky and the trophy was 
presented as part of the CCPR’s Golden Jubilee celebrations in 1985.  
 
Last year the winner was Paul Sinton-Hewitt CBE, founder of Parkrun, and previous winners included 
Brendan Foster CBE, Baronesses Tanni Grey-Thompson and Sue Campbell CBE, Sir Bobby Charlton 
CBE and Lord Sebastian Coe. 
 
This year’s winner was Nick Bitel, in recognition of the enormous contribution he had made to sport in 
the UK as Chief Executive of the London Marathon and his activity in areas such as ticket touting. It also 
recognised the excellent work as Chair of Sport England, not only in overseeing the fair allocation of 
large sums of public money, but also the changes in sports governance and wider best practice that 
Sport England had promoted over the last years. 
 
A pre-recorded video was shown at the Meeting of AM presenting the Trophy to Nick Bitel. Nick was able 
to join the meeting just at the end to thank HRH and the Alliance for his presentation. 
 
HRH congratulated both Alan Woolford and Nick Bitel on their awards and said how delighted he was to 
see Alan virtually at the meeting and wished him all the very best for the future. 
 
8 Voting Results 
HRH asked Tim Jones (TJ) for the results of the voting, undertaken by UK Engage earlier in the meeting.  
 
TJ was pleased to confirm that the process had been a success.  Although there had been one or two 
initial issues around access to the voting site, these had been easily resolved.  
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42 votes had been cast [out of the 45 available on the day] and they were unanimous in their decisions 
to support both resolutions.   
 
Therefore, both resolutions were passed and the changes to the Articles of Association would therefore 
be made and submitted to Companies House accordingly.  
 
HRH thanked TJ for his report and those involved in the process. He also thanked everyone involved in 
today’s meeting which he felt had been very efficient.   
 
To the membership HRH asked that they please continue their excellent work and provide sport and 
recreation opportunities to all at this difficult time as it was so greatly appreciated.   
 
HRH looked forward to seeing everyone again in better times. 
 
END   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


