
 
 
Minutes of the 77th Sport and Recreation Alliance Annual General Meeting held on 
Tuesday, 25 September 2018 at 2.00 pm, Imperial College, London SW7 2AZ  
 
Present: 
 
In the Chair, President HRH The Earl of Wessex KG GCVO ADC 
Chairman   Andrew Moss 
Chief Executive  Emma Boggis  
 
Members and Guests: 
 

Name Organisation 

Jane Allen British Gymnastics 

James Allen Sport and Recreation Alliance 

John Arnold MBE National Council for School Sport 

Margaret Arnold  Guest 

Rob Arnott Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Siobhan Atkinson Rugby Football League 

Kate Awmack Howden 

Virginia Bailey British Fencing 

Richard Baldwin MBE Honorary Member 

Jane Bateman Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Rachael Bayley The Ramblers 

Laura Bewick British Horseracing Authority 

Steve Blackwood Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Paul Blanchard Commonwealth Games England 

Emma Boggis Sport and Recreation Alliance 

John Boyd BaseballSoftball UK 

Rosemarie Breitenstein Honorary Member 

Ashley Brown Supporters Direct 

Jackie Bryson The Mountain Training Trust 

Linda Buonaiuto Model Power Boat Association 

Aquila Burgess Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Pam Burrage National Council for School Sport 

John Byrne Leicester-Shire & Rutland Sport 

Ian E Campbell Police Sport UK 

Adrian Christy Badminton England 

Rob Collinge The Lacrosse Foundation 

Colin Corbett Guild of Professional Teachers of Dancing 

Diane Corbett Association of Dance and Freestyle Professionals 
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Mark Coups England Lacrosse 

Dr Tim Crabbe Substance  

Michael Crichton Association for Physical Education (UK) 

Jim Cunning Golf Club Managers' Association 

Ruth Daniels Rounders England  

Christina Davidson International Netball Federation 

Sandra Deaton Table Tennis England 

Paul Dimond CMG Torch Trophy Trust 

Katie Dooling Rugby Football Union 

Richard Doubleday Howden 

Stewart Dunne Volleyball England 

Kevin East Canoe Camping Club 

Suze Endean Motor Sports Association 

Nick Fellows British Equestrian Federation 

Sarah Finney British Inline Puck Hockey Association 

Richard Flint England Golf 

Hayley Foster Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Brendan Foster CBE Guest 

Michelle Fulford British Gymnastics 

Nicola Gaines Dalcroze Society 

Mark Gannon UK Coaching 

Jon Garside British Mountaineering Council 

Sue Garvey English Schools Athletic Association 

Michelle Ginn Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Jon Glass The Naval Service Sports Board 

Elouise Greenwood Royal Life Saving Society 

Bede Grossmith UK Armed Forces Sports Board 

Mike Gunston British Balloon & Airship Club 

Connor Hannon Gateley 

Jacqueline Harper Margaret Morris Movement International Limited 

Gary Harris British Rowing 

Phoebe Harris The Ramblers 

Wendy Hawk Women in Sport 

Will Hawkes British Foosball Association 

Rob Hayne Active Essex 

Simon Hill UK Ultimate 

Keith Holland British Aikido Board 

Elaine Holmes Traveleads 

James Hope-Gill Skateboard England 

Barry Horne Activity Alliance 

Alison Howard Rounders England 
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John Hudson Professional Footballers Association 

Catherine Hughes British Nordic Walking 

Ben Jessup Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Tim Jones Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Chris Jones England Athletics 

Natalie Justice-Dearn British Triathlon 

Lucy Katan British Grooms Association 

Maggie Killingbeck Laban Guild for Movement and Dance 

Diana King OBE Honorary Member 

Kate Lawrenson Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Tracy Levy Margaret Morris Movement International 

Angela Lewis Fields in Trust 

Duncan Lewis Sports Leaders UK 

Andrew Link ABC Training Trust 

Paul Lorenzato British rowing 

Bob Love English Pool Association 

John Martin English Schools Football Association 

Lisa Marucci Language of Dance Centre 

Lee Mason Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Tracey McCillen UK Sports Association for People with Learning Disability 

Patrick McGeough Para Dance UK 

Trish McKnight UK Cheerleading Association 

Jeff McKnight UK Cheerleading Association 

Andrew McLellan Microtrading Ltd 

Gary McLeod Traveleads 

Vivien Mills The British Disabled Fencing Association 

Professor Raymond Miquel Honorary Member 

David Monkhouse Leisure-net 

Tom Morgan Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Kathy Morris British Roller Sports Federation 

Lisa Morton-Smith Cerebral Palsy Sport 

Andrew Moss Sport and Recreation Alliance Chairman 

Hannah Murphy England and Wales Cricket Board 

Jane Nickerson Swim England 

Tove Okunniwa London Sport 

Mark Ormerod Leap 

Anthea Page YHA (England and Wales) 

Vijaya Panangipalli Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Andy Parkinson British Rowing 

Tim Payton Sports Communications 

Ellen Pearce England Korfball 
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Margaret Peggie OBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Andrew Penlington Microtrading Limited 

Ross Perriam EMD UK 

Robert Pettigrew MBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Terry Platt Guild of Professional Teachers of Dance 

Brian Pollard National Council for Metal Detecting 

Michael Power OBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Jill Puttnam British Cycling 

Chris Ratcliffe Boccia England 

Andy Reed OBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Matt Rhodes AoC Sport 

John Richardson Land Access and Recreation Association (LARA) 

Rasteen Riyahi-Boni Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Will Roberts Youth Sport Trust 

Karen Rothery Surrey Sports Park 

Adrian Ruth Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Dominic Sacco British Esports Association 

Chantel Scherer Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Terry Searle British Tenpin Bowling Association 

Alex Sexton Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Monica Shafaq Sport and Recreation Alliance Director 

Marianna Sikorowska Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Alison Skinner Halliwick Association of Swimming Therapy 

Matt Slater Press Association 

Chris Smith England Handball 

Katie Smith The Mintridge Foundation 

Patrick Smith MBE Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Giovanni Soffietto British Martial Arts & Boxing Association (BMABA) 

George Stephenson Angling Trust 

Damian Stevenson Swim England 

Adrian Stockman Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Matt Stocks GreaterSport 

Andrew Sutch London Federation of Sport & Recreation 

Ulick Tarabanov London Sports Trust 

Rob Tate Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Yvonne Taylor-Hill Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing 

Mary Tetley British Sub Aqua Club 

Leigh Thompson Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Lynne Thomson Guest 

Ann Thomson EXTEND Exercise 

Judy Tumber UK Sport 

Jane Tumelty International Dance Teachers Association 
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Georgina Usher British Fencing 

Jack Waddingham Sport:80 

Hilary Weedon Sport and Recreation Alliance Vice President 

Evan Whetsell Sport and Recreation Alliance 

Caroline White Sport and recreation Alliance Director 

Lynda Williams The Panathlon 

Steve Williams Watford FC Community Sports & Education Trust 

Jan Williams British Association of Teachers of Dancing 

 
 
1 President’s Remarks 
HRH The Earl of Wessex, President and chair of the meeting, welcomed members and guests to 
the 77th Annual General Meeting of the Sport and Recreation Alliance. 
 
He commented that with such a packed programme ahead of everyone it was hard to remember 
that there had been a Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games held at the beginning of the year and 
also a Commonwealth Games.  Much of the membership had been extremely busy hosting or 
supporting various events, for which he felt everyone should be congratulated.  He thanked those 
in the room and asked them to thank their teams and also their volunteers, whom the President 
recognised were extremely important. 
 
Talking of the Commonwealth Games, the President stated that it had been an interesting time to 
be in Australia which had just been before their controversial cricket tour of South Africa.  He had 
found it heartening talking to cricket fans that their idea of winning at all costs was not acceptable 
which all of those in the room knew anyway.  He congratulated Birmingham on successfully 
winning the bid to host the 2022 Commonwealth Games and he thanked UK Sport, Sport England 
and DCMS bearing in mind they only had four years to financially deliver on these Games.  He felt 
it was a fantastic opportunity for the City at a critical time for them and would hopefully provide a 
good community focus for UK sport strategy as well as hopefully engaging Westminster in the 
need to deliver grass roots as well as elite sport opportunities and focus them on what was really 
needed. 
 
The President continued that he was aware of the discussions held at the conference in the 
morning around the Alliance’s work on why the UK had been failing its children.  Everyone knew 
how important the informal learning experience was of doing sport and recreation and the Alliance 
had to keep trying to get that message through.  In terms of getting people active, everyone can do 
their bit. He stated that it was no good standing back and expecting someone else to do it, 
especially when it comes to children. We have got to encourage parents and help those parents 
who either can’t or won’t play with their children as it was really important that children remain 
active. We must share our experience and knowledge of how we have reached out and made that 
connection.  
 
The President drew attention to three organisations - Access Sport, Bristol Bears and Rackets 
Cubed - all three community organisations that were really making a difference to young people 
and keeping them active, but he knew that there were many more examples currently doing that 
and he hoped there would be more in the future.  
 
The President also reported that he had been doing his best to keep active over the past year.  
Some members may be aware that he had been attempting to play on every Real Royal Tennis 
Court in the world. He then pointed out that there were only 50 and only in five countries!  He had 
just finished playing the ten courts in the USA over eleven days which was not something he would 
recommend but he was doing it to raise funds for the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award.  He 
was also encouraging all the clubs to reach out to the next generation.  He felt it was too easy for 
clubs to relax and assume people will come to them, especially when they were in an enclosed 
court like Real Tennis, but the DoE provides a lot of access through schools etc to teachers and 
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children with a different outlook to sport and sporting opportunities and he thought they had 
accessed around 1000 young people in this country with the various activities so far and more 
including overseas. From his experience if you could show children the opportunities available, 
they would respond.  
 
2 Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at SOAS, University of London on 11 July 2017, 
having been circulated, were signed by the President as a true record of the meeting. 
  
3 Annual Report 
The Chairman thanked the President for his introduction and referred to the conference that had 
taken place in the morning and the pace and scale of change that the sport and recreation sector 
faced. Whilst this brought challenges and uncertainty it also brought opportunity. 
 
He reported that the Alliance kicked off our its approach to this change last year by launching its 
new five-year strategy – The Heart of an Active Nation. The vision was for a more active nation 
and our journey towards this meant we will focus on four key areas. A video was shown as a brief 
reminder of the journey and some of the work the organisation had done so far [the video is 
available to see on the website]. 
 
The Chairman stated that the Alliance’s role as a membership organisation was very important and 
it would continue to work hard to make sure it was as effective as it could be. It delivered against 
its operational plan with a lot of success last year, but the true measure was how its members felt 
the Alliance had done as the voice of the sector and the support it offered. Simple measures of this 
were recruitment and retention percentages– but it’s the engagement it had with members that 
really demonstrated how the Alliance was doing.  
 
This time last year the Chairman had announced that the organisation would be undertaking a 
membership review. He thanked everyone who contributed whether responding to the survey, 
talking to one of the team or contributing to discussions at divisional meetings.  
 
In the Review members were asked what they wanted to see more of and had replied with: 
- Increasing lobbying activity to talk with a louder voice; 
- More networking opportunities with each other to share best practice; 
- Assistance with funding; 
- Easy to access training. 
 
The Chairman provided feedback on those areas that had been carried out in the last year, based 
on that review.   
 

• So the Alliance could remain the voice of the sector – and be aware of the issues and 
concerns facing all the different segments of its membership – it had improved and 
relaunched the member reference panel. This had grown over 160% over the last year and 
was becoming a real monthly engagement opportunity with the members and was helping 
to reinforce the Alliance’s role in the sector. 

 

• In response to the desire for the Alliance to be more visible, it had launched the ‘Why are 
we failing our children report’ and the #RightToBeActive campaign and today had released 
its contribution to the Brexit debate. 

 

• The events programme for 2018-19 included two new, free networking events for members, 
the Summer Reception in June at the Houses of Parliament, and today’s earlier conference 
style morning to the AGM and divisional meetings to the afternoon. 

 

• The Alliance had also launched a funding signposting page for members on the website 
where members could be kept up to date with the latest opportunities.  

 

https://sportandrecreation.org.uk/pages/about-us
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• There had also been more opportunities built into the Governance Training Programme by 
offering more virtual training as ‘time out of the office’ was listed as the biggest barrier to 
attending the events. 

 

• The Alliance had offered its first bursary programme for the members with a turnover less 
than £100k to attend the Sport Summit. 

 
The video highlighted how together the Alliance and its members could achieve more and, as 
discussed at the conference, there were a few areas that would need collaboration. Everyone 
would like to see an active nation because it was known that sport and recreation played an 
important role in both physical and mental wellbeing. 
 
Last summer the Alliance had launched The Principles of Good Governance for Sport and 
Recreation because at the centre of a strong and vibrant sector was good governance, which apart 
from helping members be compliant with various requirements, was integral for long-term 
sustainability. To help members implement these Principles, the Alliance also developed its 
Governance Training Programme to help put in place the necessary policies and procedures within 
their own organisations. 
 
At the conference, members heard how a great deal of the Alliance’s work during the year had 
been focused on researching how the existing sport and recreation system for children and young 
people was performing. The foundation report produced in July was just the start of the journey.  
As discussed, the #RightoBeActive campaign was a call on government for a long-term strategy 
and an overhaul of physical activity provision for children and young people. Many of the members 
were already supporting this campaign and the Chairman encouraged everyone to join the Alliance 
in this first step towards children and young people being healthy and happy. 
 
He stressed ‘happy’ as everyone knew that being physically active had a positive effect on mental 
wellbeing. This was why the Alliance created the Mental Health Charter for Sport and Recreation 
with Mind and the Professional Players Federation. It celebrated its three-year anniversary in 
March and the Chairman was continually impressed with how the sector continued to adopt good 
mental health practice to make activities inclusive, positive and open to everyone. He believed the 
increased activity in this area was really making a difference. 
 
In part because of the work on the Charter, the Alliance was invited to co-write the first Mental 
Health Action Plan for Elite Sport working alongside the Department of Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport. It was launched in March and built on the good work already done by many of the members. 
It set out some key areas for further work around the clarity of support available to elite sports 
people, sharing of best practice across the sector and improved mental health education and 
training. 
 
As the Alliance continued looking forward to the future, it faced the challenge to make sure sport 
and recreation was as accessible and representative as possible. One way to start this journey 
was by making sure it was as easy as possible to find the volunteers who made sport and physical 
activity happen in local communities.  
 
In June, during Volunteers’ Week it held a summer reception at the Houses of Parliament where 
the organisation launched the behavioural science behind sport volunteering research, called 
GIVERS, as well as a new online volunteer finder. Together this would make it easier for clubs to 
find volunteers in their local area willing to get involved. 
 
The Chairman hoped that this brief summary of work during the year gave an outline of the 
organisation’s journey towards making a more active nation.  
 
Strong leadership was very important to the success of any organisation and since becoming 
Chairman of the Alliance in January 2016 he had enjoyed the privilege of a very collaborative and 
forward-thinking Board.  It was with some regret that he had to say goodbye to those who had 
contributed so much as today two very long serving directors - Andy Reed OBE and Jane Bateman 
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- would retire from the Board and he personally thanked them for their hard work and dedication 
over the years, particular Andy as he was Chairman of the Alliance from 2011 until Andrew was 
appointed and who would now be an Alliance Vice President together with Mike Power who, 
members may recall, retired from the Board last year. 
 
In the last couple of months, the Alliance had also said goodbye to two other Directors, Anne 
Usher MBE and Lizzie Noel, both who made the difficult decision to step down for personal 
reasons.  Anne and her husband were taking on the physical challenge of cycling the length of the 
Great Continental Divide – together on a specially built tandem mountain bike – indeed she was 
aiming to be the first Paralympian to complete the journey - and Lizzie had started a new venture 
that was requiring more of her time. 
 
The Board was in the process of filling these two casual vacancies, but he was delighted to 
welcome today new Directors, Barry Horne and Helene Raynsford. They brought a huge amount of 
sporting and board level experience to the Alliance and members could read more about them and 
all Directors on the Alliance website, including Monica Shafaq, who filled a casual vacancy last 
year, but who had now been appointed to a new three-year term from today. 
 
Lastly, on behalf of the Board, the Chairman thanked the Chief Executive, Emma Boggis, and her 
staff for their continued dedication and hard work, which was so critical to the organisation 
achieving its goals.  One, final piece of news he shared was that the Alliance offices would be 
relocating to Holborn Tower in November; details would be shared nearer the time but he was 
pleased to confirm that there would be meeting rooms available to hire.   
 
4 Annual Accounts 
Adrian Ruth, Director, presented the statement of Accounts, Balance Sheet and Report of the 
Auditors for the 12 months ended 31 March 2018.    
 
He provided a brief introduction on his role as a Non-Executive Director of the Alliance and Chair of 
the Finance and Audit Committee before presenting the statutory accounts on which the Alliance’s 
auditors, UHY Hacker Young, had issued a clean, unqualified report.   
 
The Alliance’s largest source of funding continued to be contractual income from Sport England. 
This contract between the Alliance and Sport England was signed in 1972.   In return for 
transferring ownership of some sporting properties, Sport England agreed to fund the reasonable 
costs of the Alliance in perpetuity. In the year to March 2018, the funding under that contract was 
£1.3 million, 3% lower than the previous year. The funding under this contract had been 
decreasing consistently in recent years and Adrian knew that many members would have felt 
similar, or even greater, funding squeezes in these times of constrained public funding.    
  
He was pleased to report that the organisation had reached an agreement with Sport England 
which provided certainty for the next three years.  There would be a further 3% decrease in 
2018/19, but then no further decrease for the following two years.  Although not a perfect outcome 
it did at least pause the pattern of annual reductions as well as removing the annual uncertainty 
that had made long-term planning and budgeting so difficult.   
 
The key area of income growth for the Alliance was funding for projects where the Alliance was 
commissioned to carry out specific pieces of work. This year, projects for Sport England, Sport 
Wales and others, generated £450K income, an increase of about a third over last year.  
 
The organisation worked very hard to keep costs as low as they could be. Overall, costs increased 
by around £120K over last year, which represented the extra costs incurred to deliver the 
increased level of project work. These costs were fully covered by project funding.  
Overall, the Alliance finished with a consolidated deficit for the year of £36,000 (before notional 
interest on the pension fund), which was about £20,000 better than budget.   
Touching briefly on the balance sheet, the year closed with a healthy cash position of over £1.6 
million.   
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The other point to raise was the pension fund deficit.  In reality, the position had improved 
considerably since last year – largely due to hard work by the Board and Executive of the Alliance 
which resulted in a reassessment of the risk profile by the pension provider.  The impact of this 
was to reduce the real deficit by around half a million pounds.  However, the Alliance was obliged 
by accounting rules to present the deficit in a particular way, which actually created a negative net 
asset position on the balance sheet.  Hopefully members would take some reassurance that the 
actual deficit calculated by the fund’s managers was less than one tenth of the deficit produced by 
the accounting rules.   
 
Looking ahead, the Alliance was not alone in facing the twin challenges of constraints on 
established sources of income and inflationary pressures on costs. The organisation would keep 
the focus on diversifying its range of income and would continue to look for project funding and 
new commercial relationships that fit its strategic objectives.   
 
There were no questions and Adrian handed the meeting back to His Royal Highness for the next 
agenda item. 
 
5 Ordinary Resolution to Re-Appoint Auditors 
The President read out the resolution to the meeting that UHY Hacker Young LLP be and are 
hereby reappointed auditors of the Company to hold office from the conclusion of this Meeting until 
the conclusion of the next General Meeting at which accounts are laid before the Company, at a 
remuneration to be fixed by the Directors.  
 
There was no indication that anyone wished to vote against the resolution and, with a show of 
hands that indicated those voting members were in favour, the resolution was passed. 
 
6 Special Resolution to change the Articles of Association 
The President referred to the summary paper regarding the proposed changes to the Articles of 
Association which had been made available on the website and which he was sure all members 
had read.   
 
He asked whether anyone had any questions but there were no queries.  The Special Resolution 
was that the attached Articles of Association as circulated with the Notice of the Meeting dated 3 
September 2018 be adopted as the Articles of Association of the Company in substitution for, and 
to the exclusion of, the existing Articles of Association. 
 
No one indicated that they were not in agreement and no one indicated that they abstained.  It was 
clear by the number of members in agreement that the special resolution had been passed.   
 
7 Board of Directors – Notification of Election and Appointments 
The meeting noted the outcome of the election of Helene Raynsford, by the Membership by 
electronic voting process during the period 21 May – 8 June 2018, in accordance with Article 25 of 
the Articles of Association, for the three-year period 2018–2021 
 
Two Appointed Directors were made by the Board, in accordance with Article 26 of the Articles of 
Association, for the three-year period 2017-2020:  
 
 Barry Horne 
 Monica Shafaq 
 
The meeting also noted the outcome of the reappointment of Andrew Moss, by the Board in 
accordance with Article 26.3 of the Articles of Association, as the Alliance Chairman for his second 
three-year term 2018-2021.  
 
All the above Directors will join those already in place on the Board: 
 
Emma Boggis  
Tim Jones 
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Lee Mason 
Adrian Ruth 
Caroline White 
 
8 Awards  
 
8.1 Emeritus Award 
Emma Boggis introduced these awards which had been in existence for over ten years and were 
awarded to an individual for their life-long or sustained service to grassroots sport and recreation.   
 
There were two awards this year and Emma invited Ruth Daniels, Chair of Rounders England, to 
read out the first citation. 
  
Ruth stated that it gave her great pleasure to announce that Alison Howard was a 2018 Emeritus 
Award winner. She had demonstrated sustained and long service to Rounders England over 38 
years, both as a volunteer and employee.   
 
Alison’s Rounders journey began in 1981 as a keen player in the Sheffield Rounders League and 
volunteer Treasurer. She was then ‘persuaded’ to apply for the Treasurer’s position of the 
governing body, the National Rounders Association, where she became the youngest member of 
the Executive Committee at the age of 22.  She continued her volunteer service until 1999, when 
Alison was instrumental in obtaining a small award from Sport England to help develop the sport. 
She then became the first employee of the Association and was tasked to quickly raise the profile 
of Rounders. Because of her hard work, further grants were awarded to develop the sport, and 
strategic plans were developed and implemented, governance was overhauled and improved, 
processes and systems were developed, a rebranding exercise took place, and a volunteer and 
staff workforce was established.  
 
Under Alison’s leadership, the organisation had continued to grow and develop with over 80,000 
participants in 2017 and Rounders England is now seen as a progressive governing body that 
consistently punched above its weight by providing opportunities for everyone to enjoy the sport. 
   
This positive culture was epitomised by their mission ‘Connecting People through Rounders’ and 
the strapline #weareallrounders was testament to Alison’s commitment and dedication.  
 
Alison received the award from the President. 
 
Emma Boggis then invited Sandra Deaton, Chair of Table Tennis England, to the stage. 
 
Sandra announced that John Arnold MBE was the second Emeritus Award winner for 2018.  
 
John had been involved in the promotion of competitive school sport since he took up his first 
teaching post in 1963 in Macclesfield, where he actively encouraged others to join a schools' 
league. This led to the formation of the Cheshire Schools' Table Tennis Association, of which he 
became General Secretary.  
 
A move to Wakefield in 1968 followed the same pattern of building up inter-school table tennis and 
helping to create the West Yorkshire Schools' Association.   
 
His active involvement in the development of school table tennis continued throughout his career 
and led to his co-option onto the England Schools Table Tennis Association Executive Committee 
(ESTTA), where he was elected General Secretary in 1975, Chairman in 1978 and served as 
President until 2017.  
 
In 2017, ESTTA merged with Table Tennis England and John remained involved as Deputy 
Chairman of the new Schools Committee for the year of transition, stepping down from his role at 
the end of the 2017/18 season.  
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His interest in school sport in general resulted in his acceptance in 2001 of the Chair of the 
National Council for School Sport (NCSS), the umbrella body of National School Sport Association.  
He held this post until 2014 and in 2012 he was awarded the MBE for Services to School Sport.  
 
John received his award from the President.  
 
8.2 Arthur Bell Trophy 
The Chairman introduced the Arthur Bell Trophy which was awarded to an individual, or organisation, 
that has made an outstanding contribution to the development of community sport and recreation.   
  
The trophy was first presented to the then CCPR President, the Duke of Edinburgh, by Professor 
Raymond Miquel, who was the Chairman of Bells Scotch whisky and the trophy was presented as 
part of the CCPR’s Golden Jubilee celebrations in 1985.  
 

This year’s winner was a much-celebrated long-distance runner who was inducted into the England 
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2010 and who also created the Great North Run, one of the great grassroots 
sporting events. The first run took place in 1981 where 12,000 runners ran the now famous 
Newcastle upon Tyne to South Shields route. The Great North Run is now the largest half-marathon 
in the world with over 43,000 runners taking part earlier this month and raising over £18.7 million for 
charity.   
 

Brendan Foster CBE won many Commonwealth and European Games medals across 1500, 5000 
and 10,000 meters before winning bronze in the 10,000m at the 1976 Olympic Games. He also held 
numerous World and UK Records during his long-distance running career and ran his final major 
race at the 1980 Olympics.   
 

He then went on to have an illustrious career commentating and reporting on athletics at every major 
event with the BBC, alongside a successful career as Managing Director of Nike International 
Limited, before starting his own company. He had continued to be active in grassroots sport through 
charitable work and promoting sport throughout Africa.  
 

In August 2017, in recognition of his major contributions to the advancement of athletics, at a 
ceremony in London, Brendan was awarded the IAAF’s highest award, the Golden Order of Merit.  
 
Brendan joined the President on stage for photographs and provided an acceptance speech in which 
he thanked the Alliance for presenting him with his award.  He was pleased to see Raymond Miquel 
present today who he remembered from his early days of athletics.   
 
8.3 Community Sport and Recreation Awards 
The President advised that he was pleased to officially open the 2018/19 Community Sport and 
Recreation Awards.  
 
He reported that if some members had been to the Annual General Meeting before, they may have 
been expecting the Awards ceremony to take place today; however, because the Alliance really 
wanted to better showcase the excellent work taking place in the local communities, the 
organisation was improving how it recognised this work with an official Awards ceremony.  
 
These Awards had been in place for over two decades, and – much like the Emeritus Award and 
Arthur Bell Trophy – they celebrated the best of grassroots sport and recreation.  
  
We have already talked today about how it’s the grassroots work that really drives positive, societal 
change and gets the nation active and the Awards formally recognised this impact in communities.  
The Awards were now open for submissions across five categories. They were easy to enter, and 
all the details and entry forms were on the website. All shortlisted entries will be invited to the 
Awards Lunch ceremony next March to have their hard work celebrated. The President would be 
there to present the winners with their award.  
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There was a lot of work to do between now and then to make sure all our clubs and organisations 
know about the Awards and get their entries in. The Alliance team would be sending information 
later this week for members to share across their networks.  
 
The President thanked everyone in advance for getting involved in the Awards and helping the 
Alliance make them bigger and better than ever before. 
 
The President concluded the business of the Annual Meeting for another year.  
 
End 


