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Who we are

The Sport and Recreation Alliance believes that the 
power of sport and recreation can change lives and bring 
communities together. 

Together with our members and in partnership with the 
wider sector, we make the most of opportunities and tackle 
the areas that provide a challenge. We provide advice, 
support and guidance to our members and the sector, 
who represent traditional governing bodies of games and 
sport, county sports partnership, outdoor recreation, water 
pursuits and movement and dance for exercise.

As the voice of the sector, we work with Government, policy 
makers and the media to make sure grassroots sport and 
recreation grows and thrives. Having an active nation is 
important as it delivers huge benefits to society and the 
millions of participants, volunteers, staff and spectators. 

What we do

Our Vision:
An active nation 
through sport and 
recreation.

Our Mission:
Create a vibrant 
sport and recreation 
sector which is fit for 
the future.

We are accountable to our
members, our stakeholders, 
our colleagues and the wider 
sector. 

We actively look for 
opportunities to collaborate 
with a wide range of 
organisations so we can
deepen the impact of what
we can achieve. 

We work as a team to support 
and help each other achieve 
more. 

We innovate so we can 
continually develop and 
improve. 

We value the work and 
contribution of others. 
 
We strive for excellence in all
that we do.

Our Values:
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Sport and recreation benefits individuals and society

Source for data: https://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/pages/facts-and-figures 

Participating and volunteering in sport and recreation has 
enormous benefits to individuals and to society: it improves 
physical and mental wellbeing, brings communities 
together by breaking down barriers and supports 
employment and economic growth. It also provides the best 
preventative solution to many of the critical public policy 
challenges the country faces. 

Together we can change lives

Working in partnership with the Sport and Recreation 
Alliance is a great way to help get the nation active 
by supporting the sport and recreation sector. Each 
partnership is tailored to compliment your organisation’s 
business needs and will really help support our efforts to 
strengthen the sector.

Your company will be seen as a thought leader, pioneering 
long-term solutions to change lives and improve 
communities. You’ll play a leading role in making sure 
sport and physical activity can get the inactive involved so 
they can experience the physical and mental wellbeing 
benefits and personal development opportunities being 
active in sport and physical activity can bring.

Working together we can: 

•	 Help shape how we get the nation active;

•	 Develop a cause-related partnership to promote a 
campaign or issue that resonates with your company 
values;

•	 Collaborate on unique and exciting events to strengthen 
the sport and recreation sector;

•	 Get your staff active in volunteering at grassroots clubs 
and organisations; 

•	 Create a vibrant sport and recreation sector which is fit 
for the future.

£

Inactivity costs the UK economy an estimated £7.4 billion

Sport and recreation adds £39 billion to the UK economy

Obesity and diabetes cost the NHS £5 billion rising to
£50 billion by 2050

Physical activity programmes at work can reduce
absenteeism by up to 20%

Sport volunteering is worth £53 billion, on a par with
the energy sector and four times as big as agriculture

Volunteers help get the nation active - 1 volunteer
provides capacity for 8.5 more participants

https://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/pages/facts-and-figures%20
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Everyone should enjoy good health and mental wellbeing Putting your business at the heart of an active nation

We want to develop long-term, open, honest and 
transparent partnerships that help us strengthen the sport 
and recreation sector so collectively we can change lives 
and improve communities by getting the nation active.

The Heart of an Active Nation, our current five-year strategy, 
identifies the main areas we will focus on until 2021:

•	 Demonstrate the economic and social value of sport and 
recreation; 

•	 Make sport and recreation volunteering more 
representative and more accessible; 

•	 Work together with the sector to improve the availability, 
accessibility and quality of sport and recreation for 
children and young people; 

•	 Make our members and us fit for the future.

We also have eight specific principles we use to keep us 
focused on our key objectives –  including the important 
principle of working in partnership where that increases 
the impact we can make.

The following pages showcase some of the 
areas you can partner with us to make a 
difference.

The Sport and Recreation Alliance is the 
independent, collective voice of the sport 
and recreation sector. We have been 
around a long time and we are proud of 
what we have achieved since we were 
established in 1935.

We have well established links with the national governing 
bodies of sport, voluntary organisations and sport for 
development charities. Through this network we reach 
hundreds of thousands of grassroots clubs – including the 
volunteers and millions of people who participate, work in 
and watch sport and recreation regularly.

These links mean we can support the sector to be the best 
it can be, influence decision and policy makers so that 
everyone can enjoy sport and physical activity.
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Let’s make a difference together Let’s make a difference together

An active nation 

We want to support the nation to get active, focusing on 
activity related to encouraging more people from under-
represented groups into sport and recreation, including as 
participants, volunteers or spectators. Work in this area 
includes: 
 
•	 Children and young people – children and young people 

need the opportunity to participate in a wide range of 
high quality sport and recreation activities so physical 
literacy needs to be on the same footing as academic 
literacy;

•	 Volunteering – volunteers make it possible for more 
people to get active so we want to make it more 
accessible and representative and are working with 
community clubs to help them effectively recruit, retain 
and reward volunteers; 

•	 Cross-government working – sport and physical activity 
is a solution to some of society’s biggest issues so policy 
decisions taken across all parts of government need to 
be genuinely joined up.

Changing lives and building communities

We believe that sport and recreation is a crucial policy tool 
which should be being used to tackle some of the biggest 
societal challenges our country faces. We are looking for 
organisations who can join us in championing some hugely 
important areas:
 
•	 Mental health – 1 in 4 of us will suffer from poor mental 

health this year and being physically active needs to be 
valued as both a preventive measure and solution to 
improving the nation’s mental health; 

•	 Physical health – Over a quarter of our country’s 
population are officially classed as inactive and almost 
three quarters of millennials will be dangerously 
overweight by middle age. We must work hard to get our 
nation active; 

•	 Economic value – Sport and recreation contributes 
upwards of £39 billion each year to national and local 
economies and we want more people to benefit from 
taking part.

Fit for the future - strengthening the 
sector

Our essential fit for the future activity is all about making 
sure that the sector is robust and sustainable, ready to deal 
with current and future challenges. Sport and recreation 
can change lives and bring communities together.  This 
work includes:

•	 Governance – training, workshops and consultancy work 
to establish best practice across the sector; 

•	 Funding, investment and impact – securing finance and 
demonstrating impact are inextricably tied and are the 
biggest challenges currently facing the sector; 

•	 Community Sport and Recreation Awards (CSRAs) – 
celebrating grassroots sport for over twenty years and 
showcasing the positive impact of sport on communities; 

•	 SportTalks – programme of sharing best practice 
and promoting activities which are proven to deliver 
measurable positive outcomes to drive efficiencies and 
innovation;

•	 Learning and development – developing the next 
generation of leaders is essential. This work is about 
nurturing and attracting the best talent.
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How to get involved Strategic partners

Depending on your objectives and 
priorities, we have a variety of ways you 
can get involved: 

•	 Strategic partner – we are looking for ambitious 
organisations like us who believe that sport and 
recreation has the power to change lives to help us 
shape our work to deliver a long-term, sustainable 
impact. This could mean working with us in our key 
areas.

•	 Supporting the sector – the sport and recreation sector 
is massively important and contributes over £39 billion 
to the economy. But we need help supporting our 
members with your expertise and skills to help get the 
nation active. 

•	 Event and awards – we bring the sector together several 
times a year at our Sports Summit, Summer Reception, 
Annual Conference and Fit for the Future Convention. 
We also run well established training and development 
programmes and our Community Sport and Recreation 
Awards. Each has a distinctive focus and we are looking 
for partners who can work with us to shape the agenda 
and help us drive positive change.

We want to drive societal change at government level right 
down to the heart of communities up and down the country. 
We believe strongly in the power of sport and physical 
activity as a tool to change lives and we are looking for 
ambitious organisations who share our views and want to 
establish strong brand recognition around an issue that 
really matters.

What this could look like:
We want to work with our strategic partners to deliver 
tangible outcomes which have a long-lasting impact on our 
society.

An example might be designing a programme which is 
focused on getting the inactive active.

This could involve volunteers working in communities with 
local authorities, clinical commissioning groups, health and 
wellbeing boards and our members and grassroots clubs 
to get more people from all backgrounds more involved in 
sport and physical activity.
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Support the sector

We are often asked to recommend experts in areas 
including insurance, IT, legal, accounting, design and web 
support, as we operate at the heart of the sector. As a 
result, we are looking for partners who can add value to the 
sector and are keen to establish themselves as a market 
leader.  

What this could look like: 
Publish regular content across our communication 
channels and educate and inform the sector. This could be 
a monthly blog post or a quarterly webinar or workshop, 
which helps sport and recreation organisations overcome 
everyday challenges.

Ultimately, your organisation is positioned as the go-to 
authority within your niche, helping you drive new business 
and meet your commercial objectives. 

Events and awards partner

Our annual Sports Summit, Annual Conference, Fit for the 
Future Convention and Summer Reception at the Houses 
of Parliament brings our membership and the wider sector 
together to discuss emerging trends, opportunities, threats 
and challenges which every sports organisation that values 
its future must face. We are always looking for experts 
from outside of the sector to share their knowledge and 
experience with our members.    

What this could look like: 
Become the champion of grassroots sport and recreation 
by supporting the Community Sport and Recreation 
Awards. The CSRAs have a proud heritage of championing 
local work on a national scale, using examples of best 
practice to help drive positive, societal change.

As a headline partner for the CSRAs, we would work with 
you throughout the year to shape and drive our grassroots 
content, which is published across our communication 
channels, reaching senior decision makers and grassroots 
clubs, volunteers and participants.
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Who we are, what we do

An active nation through sport and 
recreation is at the heart of all we do. 
It describes the world we want to see 
because sport and physical activity plays 
such an important role in both physical 
and mental wellbeing, the economy and 
the development of our society. 

We work to create a vibrant sport and recreation sector 
which is fit for the future. We lead with our knowledge 
and expertise, publish research and stimulate debate and 
discussion. We support our members through training, 
support and advice and we celebrate the way sport and 
physical activity changes lives and bring communities 
together. We are the voice with government and policy 
makers and we speak out on issues that matter and that 
will help to get the nation active.

Let’s work together

If you want to make sure everyone has the opportunity to 
enjoy the benefits of sport and recreation then let’s work 
together. We will always look to work in partnership with 
others where that increases the impact we can make. 
Getting the inactive active is a big task and we need your 
help and support.

Our areas of work are focused but each partnership is 
tailor-made to your own business needs. We want true 
partnerships that benefit us both. We want to build on our 
areas of strength and continue improving to support our 
members and the wider sector. We want to work with you to 
do this.

To discuss working in partnership with us 
please see our contact details overleaf.



To discuss how working in partnership
with the Sport and Recreation Alliance

can aid your organisation, contact:

Steven Blackwood
Business Development Manager

T: 020 7976 3900
Email: partners@sportandrecreation.org.uk

“For over 75 years, the Alliance has played a vital, independent role in safeguarding and 
promoting the collective interests of sport and recreation in our society. It would be nice to 
think at some point in the future such a service might not be required, yet from the short 
time I’ve been president it is quite evident the role is just as necessary as ever and will be 
needed for the foreseeable future. Our challenge is to ensure we have the ways and means 
to tackle the threats and seize the opportunities for all our benefit. I am confident that your 
support and partnership we can achieve this.”

HRH Earl of Wessex, President of The Sport and Recreation Alliance


