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Hodgemoor Woods - equestrian access in popular and environmentally sensitive wood 

 

Objectives The main objective is to conserve and improve equestrian access 

to Hodgemoor Woods in South Buckinghamshire by reducing the 

potential damage caused by horse riders and other users.  After 

talks with the Forestry Commission (FC), the Hodgemoor Riding 

Association (HRA) was formed to help maintain the trails and 

ensure the use of the woodland by horse riders was sustainable in 

the long term. The use of the trails by horse riders had grown over 

the years and had put increasing pressure on the trails. The 

designation of Hodgemoor as a SSSI furthered the need for 

protection of the woodland soils. 

Background This 100ha wood is owned by 

Buckinghamshire County 

Council but leased and 

managed by the Forestry 

Commission. It is a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) because it constitutes 

one of the largest tracts of 

semi-natural broadleaved 

woodland remaining in the 

Buckinghamshire Chilterns. 

The woods are located in a 

prime commuter area, only 30 

minutes from central London, 

and it is very popular with 

walkers, cyclists and 

horseriders.  It is one of the 

very few areas locally where 
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riders can get off the road for any length of time.  There are 15 

livery yards within hacking distance providing stabling for around 

400 horses.   

concern about the damage to the 

HRA, formed in 1999 and affiliated to the British Horse Society 

Bridleways Association, stepped in to improve the situation and 

avoid potential closure of some of the trails. 

Actions and 

achievements 

The HRA started on a process of fund-raising to resurface the 

most damaged trails. Besides £10 subscriptions from the then 100 

or so members, money was raised by organising equestrian and 

social events.  In 2000, a huge boost was given to the project by a 

grant from the Brett Environmental Trust through the Landfill Tax 

credit scheme.   

By 2002, 1½ kilometre of trails had been resurfaced.  Since that 

time a further £55,000 has been spent on improving existing and 

creating new trails.  Work is now done once every two years, with 

about half the funds coming from subscriptions and half from 

events.   

In 2008, it became obligatory to be a member of the HRA to ride in 

the Wood, and membership now stands at over 200.  In 2011, 

subscriptions were raised to £15/annum by direct debit or £20 

cash or cheque.  Family membership is £25 (or £30 cash/cheque).  

These are still modest sums in comparison with other riding 

permits. 

The cost of trail repair and creation is high, currently at £18 a 

metre per 2 metre width (£36 a linear metre).  As Hodgemoor 

Woods is a SSSI (see map below, taken from the Natural England 

website), any work undertaken has to have the approval of Natural 

England and is done to a strict specification overseen by the 

Forestry Commission: trails are 2 metres wide with a rubble base 

that cannot include concrete or tarmac scrapings, a geotex layer 

and finally a cambered hoggin layer, preferably locally sourced.  

The last major works undertaken were in 2010 with the creation of 

In November 2004, the HRA received the British Horse Society 

award for having done the most that year to improve equestrian 

access nationally.   

As a result of all this work, the damage caused by users of the 

tracks and paths has now been minimised and the Forestry 

Commission do not see continued usage as a threat to the 
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the HRA is to have safeguarded and improved access for 

horseriders while at the same time providing the framework for a 

peaceful coexistence between the various user groups of this busy 

wood. 

Quotes The Forestry Commission says: "Our partnership with the Riding 
Association in Hodgemoor woods has proved one of our most 
successful community projects in the Chilterns. We now have a 
long standing relationship with the volunteers built on trust and 
mutual desire to see the woodland functioning well for a wide user 
group. The HRA share the maintenance work and costs with us, 
providing a platform for future generations to enjoy the woodland. 
The HRA have been forward thinking in their views in terms of 
public access, welcoming cycling and dog walking into Hodgemoor 
and the HRA, and encouraging courteous and considerate use by 
all. We hope this partnership can continue long into the future and 
encourage woodland users elsewhere to get involved with the 
Stewardship of British woodlands".  

Partners and 

Funding 

Our main partner has been the Forestry Commission whose 

cooperation has increased as the years have progressed.  Once 

the works are agreed, the Association and the Forestry 

Commission manage the contractor together.  The Forestry 

Commission has regularly contributed funds specifically for horse 

trail improvement, including £5000 in 2012.  A regular contact is 

maintained with the local rangers even to the extent of taking 

them on horseback so that they realise why work needs to be 

done.   

Buckinghamshire County Council is responsible for the surfaces 

of the two public bridleways running through the woods and has, 

over the years, contributed grants to their repair and shared costs 

with the Association. 

Chiltern District Council has always been supportive and has 

provided two grants of £2,000 each over the years. 

The British Horse Society contributed a small grant at the start of 

the project and has worked with the Forestry Commission to see if 

the Hodgemoor Woods example could be useful in improving 

equestrian access on other Forestry Commission land. 

The Brett Environmental Trust has been by the far largest outside 

funder (£40,000) of the Association and got the project off to a 

fantastic start.  It no longer exists. 

Lessons learnt As with so many projects, the main lesson to be learnt is that you 
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yourself.  And once other potential supporters see that you are 

prepared to make an effort yourself, they also support 

themselves.  

The possible threat of trail use being restricted made the local 

horseriders do something about it and they now see the fruits of 

their efforts. As the subscriptions go to the Association rather 

than, say, disappearing into the coffers of a large organisation like 

the Forestry Commission, horseriders are fully supportive, feel 

they have a say in what happens and see the specific results of 

their funding in regular trail repairs. 

Contact Susie Bicknell, Secretary, Hodgemoor Riding Association.  Email: 

Susie@hodgemoor.org.uk 

The HRA has a website: http://www.hodgemoor.org.uk/  

 

 
Source: Natural England website 
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